Jarry Gorcio liked good guitors. According
o Steve Parish, his longime guitar fech and side-

kick, Jarry hod about 25 in his personal col
lection. For obout 70% of ha fime in the spedight,
thaugh, he ployed jusl hree guitars, off custom:
built by tha soma luthier. B Gorcio's firgt
guitor woi o Danelectrs, received in rode

ir_\l an aocordion he'd beon green for his

filbaenth birthday. s uncertain whot

berry posed with Dowg hrwin's Tiger in TREE. &8 right i the Welf, The
Arat gisitor brevin buth ber Jerry, B beors serial number 0.
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kind of acousisc foiry ',I'--I'I-'-"ll with Hoksert
Hianper in the days before hie switched b
heacirrass Darjo

Wiien the Warlocks wen fonned in B985,
Gandla bought the ned Gubid Garfine wded
an the frs Grateful Dead slbam. That wes
followed by & liew Giibagn 50s annd Les Pankls,
5 Penter Tele o fwa, and severad Steats, but
hie was unhappy with these DPTOTE, e
claring in his Apl 71 Gialierr Phryer cover sto

Jarry sommis
siguneed Cripn
o ks Tag
Hat i ki

backup guitar.
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Balr il sose achion in 1993,

rv. *1 dont like any of the goitars that ane
avirilable. ['m trying tis have aguine budt”
Shceily ealter, b stumbbed on o Trave
Blean, an alumingin-neck creathon made by
i renegade Southorn Califernia builder
Parish says they both laughed at 18 when
phiry maw it b o gk pbome winadiw, bat Jev
by ek clianged his mind whien he tried
it. T nasled the Tpan Bnally gave him the con
sistenicy lie wanted bn & guiar, and e began
0w bt pepgularky AL the same tme b was
ks using an abd hicmde Sirat he called the
“Aftigsrot o gilt from Griham Nash.
L B2 Carcia aook dolivery on his fird in

The creation of Stephen Crips, o Deadhood whe sent Garde o guitar on ipec, Lightning
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strument custom-bull by Doog [rwin of
Sonoma Coumnty, Californla. Known as tha
“Wiall™ dhure 1 s disabnacrive inday, tnes guatar
fias a 251" mapbe neck, a 24t ehony fihs
gerboard, and a blonds Westerm “quiilied”
maple body with o purplelseant {amaranth]
core, The first it Irwin msde with his
name o it [t electronkos aee ewdeled after
i Pender Sralocascen, with 09w vOsume con

trok, o tone knobs, and & G-way selectnr
avwitch, The uitar abio e o clover effoco by
pass circult desigred by kermy: Crver Wir narxd
s vears, Gaircia primarily played the Wobl, al-
thwmnh the Alligator and Tinvis Higsiar wierie Ak

in 1988 Woll brinfly
eame ol of fehremant as
o Baband 1.:.-i1lh-|;|-qurppd:-ﬂ

Faal isvPrTmgnl,
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‘15t havent found che witiinabe gusr,
lerry madd In his Chotodser T8 Genltmr Phawer
oower Ktary. "m s3] lnokebng.” Within i (e
it ivever, Divug irain nalled foadich
e~ Thgee” nansed For dhe braw and mother
ol -pear] ankmal inlald on Hs uh-:rl:.!, CEVE
e, Ssven yisars b the mmalkdesy, the gl has
an ebomy Mingerbird on o maple pecks an
arihed cacoteiln top and baok, Yerimen
itvnchc amed oy saripiogs, oaed o Wesiern Ramed-
miapde by crre. Setaouboos sorodled! ok po-
withon markerd cover thie Omgerboand wnd
much of s brass hanlwsne 15 hanad- Gl
catidl. A soaring caghe over the planet Earth
decommies the headsinck, Sharing the basic
Srrat apgaroach, it was gsunlly ouifined with
i [ arzin 510k | simgle-coll misd e L-
Marrlo Super 2 humbockenc Gatcla pro-
e moine ot winh the Tiger than any oth
T UNRAT, LRk O excl Rty o vhie pent 11
RS, v ien | peckiod i (41518 |.'.u.||JLI Hio safid
in the Jaby "5 fasaw, "1 never el .|:|1-l.|'-.1'q-:h.'-
bare—ir since—chat myy Tiansd Hioos betier.”
According to Parsh, Garcla undersimad
cvrrything that went ondin his system dnd
wak Ineticidous abouy detakls, Pots capac
o, and resivions wene swipped, anad phok
LS Wire mmritedl oy hrass plabes w0 1oy
could be pasily replaced. vince Jorry feh
thedr putpul weakened alTer & year oF Do,
he Tiger hnd lerry's effects bypass loop,

a4 well a8 an op-amp buffer/ nmdifier o

During ihe “Fls Gordo book joy in fhe consistancy of hiv olumisum-neck Travie Bean.

protect the sigral from losing high enal
whien the elfects kicked n

e the Lne ‘A Gascia meosigdes] a Falars)
GE=7 synth Intertace on the Wolf, Mated
writh the GE 50 contmdl ee, thib allowed ham
1o soumsd Ml the tnumpet glayer and bass
flaatisg e achwrys waardod b B, The Thiger wias
_'.I.ltl.ﬁl_'q_lul.”'ﬂ:::.. redraligred with an internaliv

Ropebied s disknotive

corvar plote hid berry's
synih controds.,

muanied GE-Z inferface by Irwin and San
ARl FEpAIT MEven iy Brwer

In 1590 Garcia finafly changed guitar
whim Irwin completed “Hosebad.” named for
thee indadd dancing skoeheton om the ehany
cover plabe. It & ahmoss a Cwin of the Thzer, bt
Wi perdndt Hghder ag 110 poimdds. W hille
tha ahapse i identical 1o the Tigers, the body
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Lri.'ul;u and the tone and slume coninn po
shrons ape different b Though he contimused
in e the Theer with the Garcia Band for
about & year, Bosebisd betame ey s fhill-
Erme Deadd gulia

I Mz 93, Garcia appearcd onstage
with vt another guitar. From the ausdivnoe
i Iooked s an IPwine with s disincly
q-ul-|r||-|,l “dorg-par”™ horms and dark hody
The Dead’s traafemark lighinlng bolt wp
peared on the familiar shony cover plate. A
runor quickly sprend that the guitar had
boeen a gt ke by a Dealbescd md shipped
gratia to the Gratefol Dead olffce, Sare
anoesEh, it turned @ that Stephen Cripe, 3
§2-venr - ald custran womnbwrsrkos mmsd Deac
hiead from Floeida, builn *Lighmndng. Bo®
for bind Berin LIRLEIE b T it I_lhll-l'l:g_.'rr.ll'ﬂlnl
of the Tiger and a wall-veorm copy of the
Faerad Afserad vinkeny | Enshionssd e oghy o
of o piece of East Indwan roseeodd recycied
froem o amiall 1%ith-cendury Asthin bed for
apduen smkery. 1 Bled the ided of uslmg ne
cyched matsrial befaiese of erTy's nlsres in
the rain forest,” he sovs. “The docobola
throwgh-hody neck has a recyeled Boazil
lan rosewiddd fingerboand.” Cripe s be

The kst gultar Gorca graced wai this 1939 Glbion Supar J00M.

orrys fanh Sddlahd
during rthe "$0s com-
bined on Abvoresz-Toir
by with o Madulu
Grophite redk.

desigmed nnad bt e Instromment
rotally by fewl. Gascla wies nlrigued
wheny b got it and ordensd & back
up instroment. Delneened e Apri
W5, this qular was duhbed “Top
Hnz" becanse of it fnlay of o skl
wirirbngd @ redl, wiive, wnid blue jop
Rk wiieh aflver stare 1o wis (i pe
first-ever ale

"My greatesd fantasy wias thai
Jerry mibghl use o of my gulties on
a recording.” Cripe say, "1 nowor
drenmed e wold play one. on-
srnge. Al whien | mey him i Aprd
S, Dt s 50 Bnamnlade; § really solimdsted that
He mentioned that he partlcutarky Hed the
srcess provided by the through-Dedy neck.
Hie adso sadd 1 was acowrate it higher ond
which was anusual, 1n adlovwed him to play
ug whiene e iesally avelded, He expressed
avnadervnid thal 1Y builia gabise dhal £y

Frdrm aci el I"hFH"h'l.'!|'| wipcd |l srevisr Teesdd
of srea his lfwin up chose. Hie made & few
changes. He dido Lke the nodlor bridge,
since il can afect the string spacing. and he

was working on a boass ook 1o repdnos the
b Uel wsed ™ Cince i Hoband ML systom
s litkralbed LEghtrning Hodl Decarme thy

b "

#1 gabiar. Becouss o ra hricpe waet belog] o
sralied o the time, Garcin plaved Resebad s
hils Enal Grateful Esead show on July 9, 15685
at Chicago's Soldier Field

Centatnly, other gultiers wive used due
ing L2 Emreeh s ||'||:|.I_|,-,|rn“-r e was tha vags
tin [0 10 vsed For the Amernioon Beabdy wnd
Wisrkimgrnan'y (ead sessions and the Thead
achuste sers Between 1970 and “74, Garciy
regudarly plaved o CR pedal steel Varipos
Fakarmine aceristie dresdnoughis with baeili-
im pickugs wiome ued bor the |SS8(0 aonushe
shiowns and occaskinal benefits, Gancla payed
a graphite-neck Alvnres - Yair] acnasstic on fh
(i Carderewir albwirn arsd at thislr Tve shimamn

The day before jerry chocked Into the
climic, he reconded a lazy version ol [imenie
Rodgens' “Blue Yodel #97 ot David Grisminns
studipwith & stunning mint-cordition 939
Ciflwgn Super 400N acoustic thar's seen in
thie wicdden for the mine Smoke. Ivs lely the
lant guitar Garcia ever played |

| Seephem Cripe coin B nevic hand xR 358,
Thiftn: L 335503, e Treder fiaks ey Reneind fi-
wwarelimg maldness |




